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SECTION A : ESSAY WRITING  

(This section should be answered only on the Answer Sheet Booklet provided) 

 

1. Write an essay on any one of the following topics in not more than 400 words:               (25 marks) 

a) Gender sensitivity needs special attention from childhood. 

b) Global worming: reality or myth? 

c) Merits & demerits of cashless economy 

d) Importance of disaster management with special reference to Mizoram. 

2. Write a précis of the following passage in about one-third of its length and suggest a suitable title: (25 marks) 

Democracy, which postulates enlightenment, is, by and large blessing, and illiteracy, which implies 

ignorance, is a menace. How the two coexist? Democracy assumes that there is a high degree of political 

consciousness, a fair degree of education and intelligence, a continuous interest in public affairs and a full, 

abiding realization of the duties and responsibilities of true citizenship. No less important, there is tolerance 

dissent and a willingness to accept the verdict of the majority. For all these qualities, literacy is indispensable; 

where there is illiteracy the conditions for the success of a democratic set-up do not exist. 

Again, democracy is government by discussion, response and consent. Where there is no discussion, no free 

exchange of views and no fret of expression, which enables uninhibited exchange of views, there cannot be real 

democracy. These factors also presume the existence of literacy. How can there be discussion, debate and a free 

exchange of view on public affairs when the people are not literate and do not possess basic qualifications, as 

well as a fair standard of intelligence which come with literacy and education? 

There cannot be any democracy where there is no education, though there can be education - even a high 

degree of it - even where there is no democracy, as in countries where there is dictatorship, arbitrary and 

authoritarian rule under which there is blatant denial of the people’s fundamental rights. 

Dissent there always will be, wherever there is a sizable society comprising people of different shades of 

opinion, having different approaches to life and sharp inequalities—social, economic or political. Democracy 

assumes that the people are fully aware of the value of dissent and differences of opinion, and they also know 

that all forms of non-violent dissent should be tolerated in a democratic order. 

Tolerance of others' opinions is essential in a democracy, while dogmatism, suppression of dissent and 

intolerance cannot be allowed in a democracy.  

Democracy can flourish only in a society where there is equality in law and where discriminations on 

various grounds such as sex, religion, caste and economic status are illegal. Fundamental rights are exercisable 

where there is a full sense of responsibility, because absolute freedom of action or expression is absolute 

nonsense. So there must be reciprocity, for which also there should be an educational background, that is, a 

fairly high standard of literacy. 

 

SECTION B: GENERAL ENGLISH           (25x2 = 50 marks) 

 (All questions carry equal marks of 2 each. Attempt all questions. This section should be answered only on the 

OMR Answer Sheet provided) 

                                   

Direction (Q1 to Q5) : Choose the meaning: 

1. A field day  

 A. A very enjoyable time   B. A day spent in the fields 

 C. Going for a field trip   D. A lazy day 

2. To serve one right  

 A. A servant serving his master dutifully B. To serve the right master 

 C. To know of one’s rights   D. To punish 

3. By fits and starts   

 A. By measurement   B. Irregularly 

 C. Faithfully    D. Aim at achieving something 

4. A man of parts  

 A. A hypocrite   B. A physically fit person 

 C. An able person  D. A peace lover 

5. Without rhyme or reason  

 A. A song without melody B. Without a cause 

 C. Remove something  D. Reject something 

 

Q. CODE: 511 



 

Direction (Q6 to Q10) : Give one word for  

6. That which has more than one explanations  

 A. integrate  B. dual   C. ambiguous  D. tangled 

7. General release of prisoners   

 A. amnesty  B. mercy  C. justice  D. captivate 

8. Killing of one’s brother  

 A. fratricide  B. homicide  C. patricide  D. regicide 

9. That which can be rubbed off  

 A.brittle   B. delible  C. edible  D. inaccessible 

 10. One who does good to mankind  

 A. popular  B. somnambulist C. teetotaller  D. philanthropist 

 

Direction (Q11 to Q15) : Choose the correct option to complete the sentences: 

11. They are at ________now. 

 A. the lunch  B. lunch  C. lunching  D. a lunch 

12. I haven’t seen Mr.John ____________. 

 A. of late  B. as late  C. lately  D. by late 

13. She has a passion ________ fashion. 

 A. for   B. of   C. in    D. by 

14. Would you mind _______ the window? 

 A. to close  B. close  C. closing  D. will close 

15. It is an _________ sad story. 

 A. most extremely B. very extremely C. such extreme D. extremely 

16. Identify Adverb in the following sentence: 

 He often comes here to visit me 

 A. often   B. comes   C. here   D. visit 

 

Direction (Q17 to Q19) : Identify the type of sentence: 

17. We will never accept your offer. 

 A. imperative  B. exclamatory C. interrogative  D. assertive 

18. March forward, soldiers. 

 A. assertive  B. imperative  C. exclamatory D. optative 

19. Raju has gone out for his evening walk. 

 A. simple  B. compound  C. complex  D. interrogative 

 

20. Choose the correct question tag: 

  A.  My letter hasn’t reached you, did it? 

  B. My letter hasn’t reached you, has it? 

  C. My letter hasn’t reached you, isn’t it? 

  D.  My letter hasn’t reached you, haven’t it? 

21.  Read the passage below and then choose the best answer to the question: 

  Scuba diving is the most exhilarating experience I have ever had. The first  time I went, the dark 

mirror of the water beckoned me to drop from the side of the boat. I jumped feet first and entered a 

brightly colored world populated with fish, plants, and objects I had never dreamed of. 

 Which of the following best describes the mood of the author after having this experience? 

 A. bored  B. excited  C. anxious  D. serene 

 

22. Four words are given, out of which only one word is spelt correctly. Choose the correctly spelt 

word: 
 A. Diarrhoea   B. Diarhea 

 C. Diarrhea   D. Diarrohea 

23. Identify the word which is not similar in meaning to the word ‘Amateur’: 

 A. novice  B. expert  C. part-time  D. unpaid 

24. Identify the sentence/s grammatically incorrect: 

 (a) She denied that she had gone to the movie last night. 

 (b) She refused that she had gone to the movie last night. 

 (c) She refused to return the money I lent her yesterday. 

 (d) She denied to return the money I lent her yesterday. 

  

 A. only (a) and (c) B. only (b) C. only (b) and (c)  D. only (b) and (d) 

 

25. Which of the following sentences is correct? 

 A. This premises looks too big. 

 B. This premise looks too big. 

 C. These premises looks too big. 

 D. These premise looks too big. 


